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his party. Liberals boasted that it must now be
clear to all the world that their political opponents
did not monopolise whatever talent the country
possessed for dealing with foreign affairs. Moder-
ate men of all parties were gratified at the turn
affairs had taken. Hostile critics abroad mut-
tered a few protests, but, as is generally the case,
hesitated to take any action in the face of the
firm front which was apparently shown to
them.

It soon became clear that a mistake had been
made in appointing Riaz Pasha to be Prime
Minister.   Yet at the time, the arguments in
favour of his nomination appeared to be weighty.
I thought that the wisest thing to do was not to
run strongly counter to the Mohammedan move-
ment, which the recent behaviour of the Khedive
had evoked, but rather to attempt to guide it.
The choice of guides was, however, very limited.
The Gallicised Egyptian would carry no weight
with the Mohammedans.   Amongst the turbaned
classes, not one could be found of sufficient educa-
tion and experience to be raised to the rank of
Minister.   A retrograde Pasha of the thorough-
going Turkish school was out of the question.
He would have quarrelled with every European
official in the country, whilst, at the same time,
he would not have commanded the sympathies
of the natives.   Practically, if the experiment